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| You will start and swell here, and ask 
ether commerce and manufacteres, and 
trades and professions, pay nothing? Yes, 

. i they do; but, they pay precisely im pro- 
~ ¥ all the- classes ef people in this | portion te the presp rey of agriculture. 
: antry You appear to me to have been. That is te say; in propertien te the Aetgat 

; U te be. the most misguidec, as to of prices. If the land, out of which all 

—t- gestions of politics, and especially as tae great receive their increase, and all 
important question of peace or war. the farmers and all the labourers receive 
now da my best to enable you to their preats and their wages, Vi ld latie, 
tod = correctly upon this subject, as far, little can all these pay to tradesmen and 
east, as eat iaterests are more imme- ' manufactarers, little will be the profits of 
~!y cennected with it. commerce and of professions. When wheat 
ia Your creat characteristic is amriefy | was 20s. a bushel, the landlord and the 
ve safety_of your property ; but. farmer had three times as much money to 

er) ik esanniial is the first of na- lay out as they have now. Hence the pre- 

slaws. and theuch. in general, men sent universal out-cry about the dulaess 

_of trade: hence the numerous bankrept- 


tre alive to little else, tre extremely 
re, and even very skilfel, in ceases where eres 5 hence the stagnation of commerce 
agreed most cor- 


-own interests are at stake, you do | and manufactures. 

appear to me to perceive how your} Though, therefore, I 
' dially with you in your opposition to the 
Corn Bill, the grownds of our opposition 


BoD, rests have been, or how they will be, 
cet ced by oar. You entertain a sort of 
get roe apprehension, that. unléss Na were very different indeed. I knew, that 
t eb 2 be destroyed, you shall have your |a Corn Bill ‘was necestary to enable the 
and perty taken away. You leok up to} lend te pay the sum of taxes, demanded 
t coverament, that i is. im your sense of by the government ; but I withed the sum 
> word, to the Minister for the time be- | ef fares fo Be diminished. You wished to 
that t. 2s the guardian of your property. | have Corn aud the sum of taxes 
id ol ° you are always found on their side | nof fo be dimintshed. These two together 
were impossible. They could not, and 
they cannot, co-exist. if you are asked, at 


TO THE FUND-HOLDERs, 


wh 
ie ; SuMpese - approaching sar ¢ against 


» 


Frence. 


. 2 question of war, or peace. If they 
at r war, you are for war: if they say 


ace, you are for péace. 
Ou the subject ofthe Corn Bill, y 
re against the Ministers ; because duet 
Rs a question, as you thought, involving 
danger to your property., But, in fact, 
uwere more interested in the passing 
the Corn Bill than any othe? class of 
* community; and, in explaining this 
ming paradox to you, I shall, in the 
“est way, introdauce the remarks which 
paet to make with regard to the ef- 
4 which war has upon the quality of 
‘ur property, and upon your chances of 
ority, or insecurity. 
What you most desire i is, to have the 
erest of your stock regularly paid in 
‘,and to prevent any insecurity to your 
pital. Your interest is paid almost 


‘olly, and, indeed, entirely, By the land. | 





any time, what securify you have for your 
property, do you nof always answer, that 
your security is on the land of the nation ? 
Do you not say, that the estates of all 
the land-owners are mortgaged to you? 
This is a great mistake; for, it is only the 
revenues which are mort to you; 
but, to obviate all difiiculty upon this 
score, take it for granted that you hare 
a bona fide mortgage upen all the land ia 
England. Can it, then, be yawr interest, 
that the land should be unable to pa 
you your anntal demands? The tent, 
upon your own principle is partly yours. 
Can you, then, be gaimers by its 

being depreciated ? A certain farm, for in- 


stance, pays a hundred poands a year to- 
wards yoor annval demands. If produce 


fall 80 > low as to cisable this farm fréa 
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paying you more than fifty pounds a year, 
how are you to be paid your dividends in 
full? Hence, it is clear, that the Corn 
Bill was more for your protection than 
for the protection of the farmers, who 
really eats and drinks of his own produce. 
Your expences of living would keep pace 
with the price of the prodace of the 
Tand. In the end, the thing might be the 
‘same; but, if one half of your dividends. 
was deducted, on account of the fall in’ 
the price of produce, you would soon 
discover, that a Corn Bill, or any other | 
such measure, was more for your security 
‘than for that of the farmer. 

But, what is it, which has rendered 
high prices necessary to your security? 
WAR. War, which has augmented the 
taxes on the land, and which Jand, to be 
able to pay those taxes, must now have a 
high price for its produce. War, there- 
fore, has been your great enemy, and not 
the landlords and farmers, as you have 
been taught te suppose. 

To go no further, therefore, you, above. 
all people, ought te regret the renewal 
of war. You cry-out against those who 
‘are opposed to war; you accuse them of 
seditious, and almost, of treasonable mo- 
tives. You call them enemies of Jaw and 
of social order. And for what? Because 
you look upon war against Napoleon as 
mecessary to the security of your pro- 
perty ; when the fact is, as I will now 
proceed to show, that war has been, and 
must be, ruinous to that ‘property, which, 
though no part has been violently scized 
on; which, though you have still. conti- 
nued to receive your dividends to the full 
nominal amount, has imperceptibly passed 
away from you to the amount of more 
than one half of what yow really pos- 
sessed in the year 1792. Your property 
‘has ‘passed from your possession m two 
ways : first in point of credit, or the value 
of the capital ; and next, as to the cur- 
rency in which the interest is paid. “This 
will clearly appear from the followin 
statement of the price, the settled peace 
price, of three per cent. stock during the 

ce, previous to the first war against the 
Republicans of France, and of the subse. 
quent peace prices. 
In.i792, before the war against France, the 
steady peace pice of the Three per Cents. | 
A ee ee 95 
During the Peaceof Amiens in 1802, it was 77 
Aftet the Pouce of Paris, in 814, it was +» 66 


S| pounds. And, we see, that the 
| five 
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This statement exhibits the fa} in t 
‘value of the capital; the fall in the yal, 


fof any estate in the funds, That wh; 


was worth 95 pounds, in 1792, 3 
worth only 77 pounds in 1802, and op 
66 pounds in 1814. But, far is this rie 

of the matter short of the real mark: {; 

the currency, in which funds are doug, 
cand sold has also fallen in as greata pn 
portion. A guinea is risen to 28 shilling, 
and, therefore, in real money, a bundn 
three per cents, at 66, as they were durj 
the peace of Puris, last year, were wort 


}only 49 pounds; and, at this mom 


they are worth only about 44 pounds. | 
the year 1792, the currency in which ti 
dividends were paid, and in which fund 
were bowght and sold, was equal in val 
‘to real money. ‘So that, 
. Guineas, Shill 

t In 1792, you could have sold a 

hundred Three per Cents. 
In May, 1815, you cannot sell 

them for more than---+---- 40 


Is there any one of you, who can de 
these facts? And, if you cannot, do yx 
still look upon those as the enemies of yo 
‘property, who wish for peace? Cany: 
deny, that it is war, which has hadt 
alarming effect.upon your property: Ant 
yet, do you blame those, who are agai 
mofe war2 That vile and prostitut 
‘news-paper, the Timers, which you 
read, sometimes, in drawing a comparise 
between the situation of France and La 
land, talks about the comparative price 
the funds in the two countries ; aud take 
this as a criterion ef national prospen 
and of the solidity of the govermme 
Nothing can be more false than this pm 
ciple; but, stippose it to be true. The 
is no such great difference in the aay” 
the funds in the two countries % ' 
moment, The French fands are ji 
‘cents. Our five per cents are at 8! 
paper ; in real money, they are W° 




















































r cents aré worth, even now, ° 
pounds in real money ; for, im arm 
is gold, with which funds are purci® 
So that, if you are to weigh public hm 
popular confidence, and the ¢ | 
governments in this scale, we 5s" 
our sideof the water, but Jittle to Do 
of in the comparison, the al 
at this moment, sarrounded by 
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in t 
the val invasion by a million of men in arms, Amiens. Another 16. years of war, at 
mat whi and though millions of money are em- | the same rate , would take away the re~ 
92, ployed, in all probability, to excite dis- | maining 40 guineas. So that, even in case 
and on eusions in her cities and provinces. Have | of a second “ suecess,” you would be 
this vie you ever seen the matter in this light be-| withouta penny. Bot, it is not thus, that 
hark ; fg fore? Is it not time, then, for you toj the thing would travel. The stone that 
re DOU bevin to think? — rolls down a hill, even if the surface be 
ata pr Sucs te the state, to which you have | smooth, goes swifter and swifter as it ap- 
shilling been reducea ny the “‘ creat statesman proaches the bottom ; and, if it meet with 
\ hundreille now no more” and us. -ceressars af both| rubs in its way, its bounds add tp. its 
re duri factions. Such is the price that yuu beve | yelocity, till, at last, it comes, at a single 
cre wort paid for your support of those men and|jump, like a ball from the cannon's 
momen their measures. Such is the fruit of those | mouth. So it will be; because, so, from 
unds. f wars, which you were told were to secure |.the nature of things, it must be with 
vhich th youin the enjoyment of your property ;| funded property, if we now enter on a 
ch fun wars, which ended in placing the Bour- | war of any considerable duration. | 
lin val bons. for eleven months, upon the throne| . To be satisfied of the truth of this, you 
of France; in restoring the Pope, the | have only. tp look at what has taken place 
5, Skill Jesuits, and the [nquisition, andin erecting |:in, other countries, where there haye been 


Holland and Hanover into kingdoms ;|funding systems, and at .the tucreqsinug 
wars, the success of which you have joined | force,of the Debt in England. Since the 
in celebrating ! funding system began, we have had seven 
But, now; if such have been the effects | wars. The debt created by each war is 
of war upou your property-; if, ia fact, |.as follows : 
you, who had estates in the funds in | tst War, which ended in 1697 f£ 21,000,000 
1792, have lost more. than. .the. half of | end War, which began in 1702 $3,000,000 
those estates, what are you ALL to expect | $rd War, Ditto 1739 48,000,000 
as the consequences, to yOu, of another | 4th War, ‘Ditto 1756 72,000,000 


war? [ shall lay out of account all the | 5th War, Ditto 1775 108,000,000 
possible dangers from a stoppage of the} 6th War, Ditto 1993 297,000,000 
‘iuking fund, or any other measure, to|/7th War, Ditto 1803 413,000,000 





which necessity might drive the minister 
for the time being ; I shall suppose that | 
no danger can éver arise. to you from : 
internal commotions, ptoduced by the ‘of floating Debt, besides the amount of the 
pressure of war; but, I must assume, and |-arrears of the last war; so .that, about 
I think, you will allow the assumption to eight years of war would, in all human 
be correct, that the thing will, al least, probability, bring the Debt to 1600. mil- 
£0 on as it has done ; and,.of course, that lions, at which point it would render. the 
your estates in, the funds will daily grow | funds possessed in 1792 worth nothing at 
of less and less value,ip proportion as the | all. Bat, the thing would hardly ‘pro-: 
mass of debt. is augmented. You: are | ceed; it. would hardly get along, at any 
quite sure, that war will, augment this | rate, to this length. An addition of three 
tlass ; and, yet, you raise not your voices | or four hundred millions, is, probably, ag ,. 
against war, but on the coptrary, appear | much as it would .bea1, before the whole; 
to be disappointed, that . blood has not | thing would be blown up’; for,by that time, 
yet been drawn. pat the price of the guinea would be so high, 

The certainty that your estates. will{and the alarm would become. so great, on 
continue to melt away as they have melted, { your part, that you would sell your stock 
%) one would think, quite sufficient to | at any price, till, at Jast, there would be 
make you deprecate the zenewal.of war.| nobody to purchase. © |. 
Having lost 50 guineas out..of every 90} Is not this the natural march of your 
guineas that you possessed in 1792, in the! property? Is there any ene of you, who 
first réstoration of the Bourbons, one | will set his face against the facts, which I 
Would think, that you would dread a/| have stated? -If wars have gone on ad- 
Second **, success” of the kind.as you would | ding to the Debt,in the above manner, 
Sread the hour of,death. The late. wars | why.should not the same take place again ; 
lasted 20 -years, exclusive of the peace of ' If the ia of your estates has fallen in 

: 2 


ek f 992,000,000 
There are perhaps, 30 or 40 millions 















the proportion of from 90 to 40, during 
‘ the creation of 700 millions of Debt, will 
not another 5 or 600 millions take away 
the whole of your estates? If you cannot 
find any answer to these statements; if 
they be true, 2ad you are obliged to ac- 
knowledge them to be true, why should 
‘you she your eyes to your danger? Is it 
the part of wise men; is it the part of 
men of common sense, to act thus ? 

The calamity of which I have ber» 
speaking, I mean your total ruin, es fo be 
prevented ; but, it is to be prevented solely 
by peace and economy; that is, by getting 
‘rid of all the heavy expences, except that 


~ 


‘passed the Legislature; appointing 2 
Board. Commodores Hull, Bain. 
* bridge, and Rodgers, it is expected, will 
‘ be appointed Admirals, and put in com. 
‘mission. <A very powerful force, under 
* the command of Commodore Bainbridge. 
|‘ is now fitting out for Algiers : it wil} eo 


‘sist of two new 74-gun shi’ “y fri. 
am 


© not mistekerts the Algerines will rue the 
‘day when they provoked thy vengeance 
‘of our tars. The Guerriere, under the 
‘command of Morgan, sailed from this 
‘ port yesterday for New York, where she 
‘is to be joined by the Constellation and 


* Navy 


‘ gates, and ten sloons-“* 





of the National Debt. If all the other ex- | 


Bill. It is, therefore, for peace and eco- | 
nomy that you ought to petition, instead of 
joining in the cry of war, and in the abuse 
of those who have endeavoured, and are 
still endeavouring, to prevent that cala- 
‘mity, a great one to us all, but to youa 
thousand times greater than to avy other 
class of the community. Wa. Conperr. 
Botley, 16th May, 1815. 





“< 


Lerter VIII. 


To tue Earp or Livenpoot. 


On the Naval Force of the United States 
of America. 

My Loro,—From the beginning, and 
héfore the beginning, of the late war with 
America, [ thought it my duty to warn 
‘you, that, one of the cousequeuces of that 
war would be the creating of a great Na- 
val Force in that country. I endeavoured 
to describe th you the immense means of 
America for Suclsa porpose. Her fine 
rivers, bays, and harbours; her excellent 
Ship-builders, her hémp, iron, pitch, and 
timber, all of her own produce ; and, above 
all, her matchless seamen. Of the truth | 
of this account yow and your colleagues 
must, by this time, be pretty well con- 
vinced; but, [ ¢annot help quotiag, and 


¢ squadron. 


‘month of May. 


‘war in this country. 


‘ ready for a cruize. 


pleased to speak some time 
part of the American people 


: selves under the protection of 
government 2- Or, do you now 
think with mé, that it indicates the s 


appearance of an American 
ships of the line aud as 
the Ocean ? - Really, my 





addressing to you, a paragraph from the | 
Times vewspaper of the 16th instant, in | 


** ter from Philadelphia, dated the 17th 


** of March:—‘ Congress have ut length | but, the American Navy will 


«8 determined to have a nacy—a Bill has | 


world, than the erecting 


war. 
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‘ Java frigates, from the Chesapeake, and 
‘pences were reduced to the standard of | ‘ the United States and Macedonian from 
1792; if the Army, the Navy, the Civil | Long Island Sound: these frigates, with 
‘List, were brought down to the state of | © six sloops of war, form the first division 
that year, the interest of the Debt might ‘ against Algiers, and it is said that 2,000 
still be paid, and that, too, without a Corn | ¢ of Brown’s rifle veterans will go with the 
The whole nation ts dectled 
‘ for a navy: the Pennsylvania, a 74-gun 
¢ ship, will be launched at this place in the 
Large quantities of 
¢‘ timber are daily brought down the Dela- 
‘ ware and SohuylIkill for ship building. 
‘It is no more extraordinary than troe, 
‘with what dispatch they build ships of 
The Peacock, of 
‘18 guns, was built at Newbury Port in 
‘18 working days! The Wasp was built 
‘at New York in'20 days! The Superior, 
‘Commodore Chauncy’s flag-ship, of 6 
‘guns, on Lake Ontario, took up only 3 
‘days from the laying of her keel vnti 
‘ she had all her guns on board, and was 
It is said Congress 
‘intend to have the frames of the Lake 
‘squadron removed to the Atlantic.— 
Now, what does your Lordship think of 
this? Do you think, that it indicates ay 
thing of that desire, of which you were 


ago, on the 
to put them- 
his Majesty! 
begin to 
peedy 
Fleet of 29 


many frigates 
Lord, this 1s ° 


far greater consequence to Us,’ and to! 
, of Hanover *#° 


é Holland into kirigdoms. “The regular 
the following words :—** Extract of a let- | government.” of Algiers will now i 


ati its cours? ; 
dare say, that: it mest change © * ce 
ployed solely against this very “7¢S" ” 
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nting a a figure in the world. It must acta great 
l, Bain. part, Four years will swell it toa re- 
ed, will spectable size. Before the end of that 
in com. time. if we haye war with France, I pre- 
9 under dict, that we shall see an American fleet 
nbridge, of great force, carrying its ** bits of striped 
rift enn Lunting” across the Atlantic. 
“y fri It is for you, my Lord, whoare a states- 
f Tam man end a prime minister, and for your 
rar'the bright colleague, who has recently returned 
tna from Vienna; it is for you, and not for 
“td = me, to say precisely what will be the con- 
‘lho requences of this very important change 
me hor in the naval power of the world ; but, as it 
are isa Yankey subject, I will venture to 
r . guess, that the friendship of Jonathan 
: ie will soon begin ,to be courted hy every 
vision nation Who has either ships or commeree ; 
9.000 and, that, even already, some of them has 
“oh the a eye upon alliances to be formed with 
tecitled iim, in order to deprive us of the power 


7 of exercising a mastership on the high 
ta he seas. At present the-main use that ‘I 
would make of the above information. is, 


ies of. ° . . 

‘Del to urge it on you as a reason for remaining 
‘dine at peace with France. I do not want,to 
| re see an American newspaper to know what 


sins of the people in that country will think of 
ips the threatened war in Europe. I know 


f 4 . 
mm ¢ they will not have patience to read one 
ort in indie anlictad ryt: : 
bait single article in the 7 %mes newspaper with- 
dite out throwing it down, and crying out for 
pwns more ships to be built and manned. The 
of 64 2 : 
iy 90 war ended in a way to provoke and at the 
uy r ; . 
= bie ‘ame time to encourage them. | The past, 


the future, resentment, glory; every thing 
will concur in favouring wishes for a new 
coufest ; and, though they build ships 
very quickly in peace, they would do it 
more quickly in-war. 

Soine will say, that, seeing this danger, 
*e ought, without delay, to fall upon Na- 
poleon, and to destroy him, conquer 
France, and burn or capture all her fleet, 


| was 
gress 
Lake 
it. — 
ik of 
g any 
were 


r the 


va before the Americans have time to build a 
ay pe fleet. Yes, if you could be sure of 
eedy “oing all this in the course of this summer. 
190 But, if you should fail. Failure is possi- 
so ble. It is safficient for us to know, that 
: it is possible. We may, indeed, do all 


is of BW 
is that is wished ; but, we may be obliged to 


the 
am come to a peace without doing any part of 
ular ys hay, we may, as in the war of 1793, 
d, | raw the French armies out of France to 


©ver-run our allies. Louis le Desiré 


wt aseribes the former successes of Napoleon 
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em- 


vr We © Providence, who permitted him, for 
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awhile, to make conquests. But, as Pro- 
vidence has permitted him to come back to 
France, and even to put out the Bourbons, 
why may not Providence permit him, in 
case France is attacked, first to defend. 
her, and theri to sally forth in pursuit of 
her assailants? 

if this should be the case, I think we 
may rely upon secing the American Admi- 
rals in our seas; and, therefore, this 
should come in-as‘an item in our esti- 
mates of the consequences of war, if now 
made against France.. With astout Ame- 
rican fleet at sea, our West India Colonies, 
and the zores, belonging to our ally, 


Portogal, would be in any thing bat a sa- 


tisfactory state. In sbort, it would ree 
quire fifty ships of the line and fifty frt- 
gates to defend them all. ‘The Slave 
Trade would soon be at an -end, and the 
whole face of the naval and commercial 
world would be changed. ‘The fleets of 
Fiance would revive. Example, emula- 
tion, have powerful effects. IL beg you to 
think well, and in time, of these things. 
I beg you to take your eyes, for a little, 
from Hanover and Belgium, and to cast 
them on the other side of the Atlantic, 
where you will see what is much more 
dangerous to England than is the army of 
Napoleon, numerous and brave as that 
army may be. 
I am, &e. 

Botley, 17th May, 1815. 

P.S. On looking overa file of Ame- 
rican papers, Which have just reached me, I 
find the following official letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, to the Committee 
of ways and means of the [louse of Re- 
presentatives. It clearly shews, that 
** the encouragement and gradual increase 
“ of the navy (as observed by the National 
“6 Intelligencer) is now a national senti- 


Wn. Cossett. 


‘66 ment :"°— 


Navy Department, Feb. @6th, 1815. 

Sin—In compliance with your request, 
I have the honour to transmit an estimate 
of the expences of the navy, reduced to 
the demands of an establishment, accom- 
modated to all the effects of the peace with 
Great Britain, but at the same time to 
provide for the protection of our commerce 
against the actaal hostility of the Dey of 
Algiers. Anact that proposes the reduction 
of any part of the naval force, is natarally 
accompanied with a grateful recollection of 
the service which that force has rendered 
to the nation. In the tirst movements of 
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the late war, the achievements of the navy 


excited admiration and confidence through- 


out. the United States, ‘shedding a tasting 
splendour upon the American arms. Vie- 
tory has invariably been the result ef our 
naval combats with an equal force; and 
even when the surrender to a superior 
force has proved unavoidable, it must be 
acknowledged by the world, that those who 
have gained the ship, have not always 
gained the glory of the batile. Co-ope- 
rating with their brave and patriotic bre- 
thren of the army, the officers and crews: 
ef the American vessels of war have 
greatly contributed to the honourable 
festoration of peace; and whatever may 
be the general policy of reducing the naval 
establishment, it must be universally a 
favourite object to secure for those meri- 
torious citizens a participation in the bles- 
Sings which they have conferred upon their 
country. Permit me, Sir, to take this op- 
portunity of recommending to your atten- 
tion the bill which has received the sance 
tion of the Senate, for creating the rank 
of Admiral in our naval service. The 
medsutre is suited to the existing naval es- 
tablishment, and appears to be necessary, 
not only as the means of furnishing com- 
manders of proper rank for our squadrons, 
but as the means of bestowing professional 
distinction and reward upon the distin- 
guished veterans of thé navy. It has been 
seen and lamented, that for want of this 
grade of command, the gallantry ofa sub- 
ordinate officer could be rewarded by 
promotion, while his gallant superior 
officer must remain stationary. The 
protection of commerce against the hos- 
tilities of the Dey of Algiers will re- 
quire that a strong squadron should 
be stationed, as soon as_ practicable, 
in the. Mediterranean. The Algerine 
naval. force is believed to consist of four 
frigates, four corvettes, four sloops of war, 
and twenty gun-boats ; but these vessels 
will be covered and aided by the powerful 
batteries which defend the harbour of 
Algiers. To secure success in our opera: 
tions, therefore, ‘and to command the ge- 
neral respect of the Barbary powers, it is 
proposed, that the American squadron 
Shall consist of fwo seventy-fours, six fri- 
gates, three sloops of war, and six or eight 
Small armed vessels; and‘ an estimate 
of the expence of the expedition ac: 
companies this communication. If, how- 
ever; congress should not contemplate 
& maritime war against Algiers, and 
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should not be disposed to increase the 


naval establishmeut, a differeyt course 


must be pursued. The three seventy: 
fours (of which two may be soon com. 
pleted for ‘sea, at ‘a small ‘additions! 
expence) should be perfected in their guns 
and equipments, and laid up in ordinary 
so as to be reddy for service upon the ret 
eergency.—F our frigates should te 
be manned and ready for sea¥ and shovid 
be deemed tobe in actual service, together 
with four sloops of war, four smal! armed 
vessels (to be principally employed as dis. 
patch vessels) and two gun-boats in each 
principal port. The flotilla may be dis. 
charged, and the guti-boats (with the ex. 
ception provided for) and the barges may 
be generally laid up or sold, as the presi. 
dent may deem most expedient. The 
ships and vessels on the lakes, or on the 
stocks for the lake service, may also be 
laid up, or sold, as the president shall di- 
rect: But it is respectfully suggested that 
no greater reduction of our nayal estab- 


‘lishment ought at this time to take place. 


The destinies of the nation appear to be 
titimately connected’ with her maritime 
power and prosperity—dnd as the creation 
of a navy is not a work to be quickly per 


formed, it seems necessary not only to 


cherish our existing resources, but to 
AUGMENT THEM GRADUALLY AND STE4- 
pity. The’ purchase of timber, the cast 
ing of guns, and the collection of all other 
materials for building and equipping vessels 
of war, at safe and conyenient places, are 
objects of the greatest importance ; and 
the actual construction of at least one 
seventy-four and two frigates, 1s recom 
mended upon principles: of economy as 
well as policy. Smaller vessels of war cal 
be built as the occasions occur, but these 
require time and” care. Contracts for * 
supply of two hundred heavy cannon to 
be délivered at "New York, Boston, o 
Portsmouth (which afford at all times #" 
outlett to the ocean) might be advantas 
ously formed. To these general rate 
beg Jeaye to add that an appropriation, 
the purchase: of the yessels ‘captt 
Commodore Matdonough on eee Chav- 
lain is necessary; and, ast 
alia catinot Be tow ascertained, the #P- 
propriation may be made for Such sum 
shall be settled arid agreed upon Wi” 
approbation of the president. I have 


honour to be, very respedtfaly, fe 


B. W. Chow xinsititio- 


of 


‘/ 
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NOTTINGHAM, 
se the The following documents will show, 
course shat the people of this public spirited town 
‘Veitys have wised to assemble, in a peaceable 
Mina and orderly manner, under their Magis- 
5 me trates, Co petition agatnet the renewal of 
dee the war, which wish has been opposed. by 
he tt the Mayor. These documents, which | 
i insert with all the names attached to the.n 
should asa mark of my respect for the towu of 
wethe Nottingham, will speak for themselves ; 
tried but, 1 cannot refrain from waking a re- 
ais'dis. mak or two.—The Mayor refuses to 
, pu calla Meeting, on account, as he says, of 
ae “the unsettled state of the public mind.” 
ka iy. Why, what is that to the purpose? The 
siee people’s meeting, discussing the great sub- 
P | ject of peace or war, and proposing @ pe- 
The tition, is, one would suppose, the best 
tes possible way of settling the public mind. 
Iso be What! Then this Gentlemen would, 
all dj- I suppose, never have another election; 
1 that for, then, it is notorieus, that the public 
~sidb- mind is unsettled ; unless, indeed, he 
mati would have, as in the rotten Boroughs, all 
be he the matter snugly settled beforc-kand.— 
‘time He will suffer the people to sneak into 
ation the Town-Hall te sigu a petition. That 
per is, he will suffer them to sign that which 
ly to nota fiftieth part of them can have an op- 
it portunity of reading. If the petition had 
lia been proposed at a public meeting, not 
sists only would it have been read aloud to the 
sther | People; not only would they have heard 
<sélh what it was that they were about to sign, 
ine but, they would have been made ac- 
pe quainted with all the facts and arguments 
jin for and against it: they would have been 
ies in possession of the reasons for doing that 
vat Which they were aboutto do.— What, then, | 
cal can have been the érue cause of this refu- 
Pa sal? We shall probably be iuformed of 
A i it hereafter. 
jto Be “TO THE INHABITANTS OF NOTTINGHAM 
of AND ITS VICINITY. _ 
; a “ It having been stated, in the Reytew 
te of last week, from proper authority, that 
; I ; SERV ESTIOE had been presented to | 
or oOuN AsnweLx, Esq. Mayor, the purport 
by of which web hs aanane A PUBLIC 
Die MEETING, at Guitpwaut, to consider: 
ted of the propriety and necessity of PETI- 
ip TIONING the PRINCE REGENT, 
and the HOUSE of COMMONS, on the 
the impending War with France; the Com- 
he mittee engaged in this affair, convinced of 
the high rtance of the subject, feel it 
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their fellow townsmen and to themselves, 
to publish the Requisition to the Mayor, 
and also the Correspondence which has 
ensued thereon; so that the Public may 
be thorougly enabled to form a correct 
opition of the conduct of the’parties con- 
cerned in this matter. The inhabitants of 
the town and its vicinity are respectfully 
informed, that this business is net aban- 
doned, but will be pursued by the Com~ 
mittee, with all the ardour and ability 
of which they are possessed; and in # 
mode which they conceive, under existing 
circumstances, best calculated to produee 
the desired effect. 

By orpver or Toa ComMMITTTrE. 
Nottingham, May Sth, 1815. 


“ To Joun AsuweeL, Ese. Mayor. 
«“ Sin.—We the undersigned housekeepers of 


the town and county of the town of Nottingham, 
most respectfully solicit you to call a PUBLIC 
MEETING of the inhabitants thereof, at the 
first convenient opportunity, to take into consi- 
deration the propriety and necessity of PETI- 
TIONING HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE 
PRINCE REGENT, and also the Commons 
House oF PARLIAMENT, against involving this 
country, unnecessarily, in a War with France, 
because that nation, in imitation of our im- 
mortal forefathers, has thought riglit to choose a 
Government consistent with its own will.” 

Richard Alliott Samuel Doubleday 





* momentous duty, which they owe fo. 


John Bryan W. Blackwell 

Robert Smith Henry Leaver | 
Nathaniel Nead, Jun. Richard Sibert 
Jonathan Dana J. Norweb 

James Wright William Daft 

George Bradley Joho Blackner 
Samuel Cartledge John Roberts 

George Jonson John Sands 

John Kendall | Thomas Yates 

E. B. Robinson ‘Charles Heald 

James Smith Robert Webster 
Samson Walker George White 

John Leaver Henry Cross 

Joho Lightfoot £, Milligan 
Christopher Renshaw Jolin Woodward 
John Wood Samuel Holland 
Thomas Marshall | William Page 

John Henshaw * Isaac Meats 

James Harriman Joseph Tho 

Robert Sewel Maples William Beidork ' 
John Parker _ William Mason... 
John Dalby James Edwards 
Jolin Wvod Charles Clarke 
William Biggs B. Hind 

Samuel Beardsley —- James Saxby 

John Greaves = § Edmund Hare 
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“To ME. CLAYTON. 
“ Nottiagham, April 29, 1815. 

“ Sin—lI have, in conformity with my promise 
te you, laid the Requisition I] had the honour to 
receive, befure my brother Magistrates, at a 
meeting lest night ; and after mature deliberation, | 
they are of opinion with myself, in the present | 
unsettled state of the public mind, it would be | 
better to avoid a Town Meeting upon this occa- | 
sion.— If. however, the use of the Guildhall, for 
the purpose of having Petitions lay there to te- | 
crive sigvatures, would be desirable, itis quite at | 
the service of the gentlemen who copduct tuuis 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

“ Joun ASHWELL, Mayor.” 





busivess. 


“TO JOHN ASHWELL, ESQ. MAYOR. 

« Syn—I have had the honour to receive your 
letter, which I shall lay before the Committee this 
afternoon; should they decide ou a pablic meet- 
jng, will you be hind enongh to say whether you 
will permit them to have the ase of the Guildtall 
for that purpose. Waiting your reply, I am, Sir, 
your's 4c. “ J. CLayTon.” 

“ TO MR. CLAYTON. 


“ Sin—In auswer to your letter, the Hall will 
be occupied on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
ip the wext week. Iam your obedient servant, 

“ J. ASHWELL.” 


“70 JOHN ASHWELL, ESQ. MAYOR. 


“ Srn—I had the pleasure of receiving your 
esteemed favour of the 29th instant, which was 
laid before the Gentlemen who signed the Requi- 
sition, for their consideration; they are extremely 
sorry to observe that the Guildhall will be occn- 
pied on Toesday, &c. so as to deprive them of 
the opportunity of mecting in that place, for the 
sole purpose of considering the propriety of ad. 
dressing the Priace Regent and the Hunse of 
Commons on the impolicy of interfering with the 
internal affairs or segulations which France may 
chuse to adept as to her form of Goverument or 
Ruler, and not to involve this country again in 
War, with all ita evils, unless for objects truly 
national, Will you, therefore, be kiud enough to 
state explicitly, whether on a subject so highly 
important, and a proceeding so truly constitn- 
tional, avy protection or countenance may be ex- 
pected from the Magistrates, &c. should a Public 
Meeting take place (iu the town) or whether 
such a proceeding would meet with eppesition : 
I caw axsare you it is not the wish of the persons 
concerned iu this business, to distarb the repuse 
of the town, &c. Waiting vour reply, I remain, 
‘Bir, your most obedient servant, 
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“ Nottingham, May 1, 1915.” J. CLaytox,” 
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“TO MR. CLAYTON, 
“ Nottinzham, 2d Mey, 1315 

“ Sin—I am not awaie that pour note of the 
first instant requires from me auy purticui,; =. 
swer. Itis the duty of Magistrates to preserve 
the public peace a. Ways, ad te the propa: d& 
charge of this duty, tue attention anil eet Leas 
ef the Magistrates of Nottiughem, [ hepe, wil . 
always found directed. 
seTvant, 


I am yOur mo: wwe 
“ Jous Asuwei” 
“ TO JOHN ASHWELL, B5Q. MAY Qa, 
“ Sin—lI bave received your letter this after. 
uoon, and, I must confess, the conteuts of it & 
not a littie surprise me, as it meither contains: 


caudid or explicit auswer to my letter of the ix 


iustant: I did not require of you to point ont the 
duty of magistrates, &c_; every man of comma 
capacity mast know the live ef condect marked 
out for them, BY TUE LAW OF THE LayD. ad 
if that was more observed, less trouble woald as 
crue in the conducting of Constitutional or Ped 
lic Meetings ; but, it appears, the voice of the 
people is neither to be heard nor respected either 
by one power or the other, but that their sale. 
ings and calamities must be endured without a 
murmur or a sigh I presume you cannot forget 
the Public Meeting that took place respecting 
the Coru Bill, at which you had the honour of 
presiding, and, I Lave no doubt, you will rece. 
lect the manly and correct conduct of it, ad 
which you so highly complimented and cour 
mended, and the pledge you gave, to call ay 
future Public Meeting conducted on the prt 
principles of the Constitution; and can that prt 
mise be so easily broken! particulariy by Ue 
Chief Magistrate! whose condact and cxpitr 
sions ought ta be as clear as the sun at soos Ga}, 
without ambiguity. A respectable Requisite 
was banded to you, signed by persons, if not 1 
or possessing great talent, they were hovest @ 
their country, and friends of the greatest of bles 
sings, peace! and the cause of humanity; Were 
fore, in my humble opinion, it became yur > 
perious duty. fo have calied a Publ Mechs, 
being considered (as far as expressions go) 4 
stpporter avd advocate of the cause of jv! 
country. If, Sir, you will give me a direct + 
swer to my last letter, I shall feel obliged; 8 ” 
mean time, I remain, Sir, your obedieut humble 
servaut, | “¢ J, Cravto- 
“* Nottingham, May @, 1815, 

It appears that no reply was returned 
by the Mayor of Nottingham to Mr. Uiay- 
ton’s urgent and constitutional reque* 
Determined, however, not, to: abaade" 
their purpose, the Committee in name 
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those citizens who signed the requisition, 
caused the following address to be printed 
snd circu'ated : 

“ Fercow Townswen anv Country-| 


gos? MAY 20, 31815.—Nottinghem. 






fers 


tef PEACE, and the admirers of the prin- 


urx— The present moment is awfully por- | 
; - ! 
temous; dismally dark clouds hang over | 


our country, pregnant with unheard of | 
miery and wee to ourselves and future | 
snerations, the mere description of which 
however faintly drawn, would horrify 
rinds the least susceptible of cenerous | 
entiments. would melt hearts the most 
odurate: but we will not harrow feel- | 
ings, already sufficiently wounded, by at- 
tmpting te pourtray such direful calami-_ 
tes as must necessarily result from a re- 
wwed course of warfare with France; 


+ 


vithout having one legitimate object to | 
simulate us to the adoption of such a des- | 


prrate measure; for des 
cmsidered by all, (of whatever political 
coinion,) who look at the financial diffi- 
calties of this nation. Come forward, 
laerefore, fellow countrymen, and exercise 
your rights—be obedient to the imperious 
calls of duty—use every constitutional 
effort of which you are possessed, to pre- 
vent the vessel of your country from being 
driven inthe gathering tempest ; and then, 
should the Government of the nation be 
so infatuated as to plunge you into all the 
horrors of war, you will, amid all your 
galling sufferings, be exempt from those 
bitter reflections which must ever attend 
an accusing conscience.— Y ou are respect- 
fully informed, that under existing circum- 
stances, the Committee, who continue to 
Mavage this business, consider it an act of 


rate it must be | 


ciples of our excellent Constitution, itis 
hoped, will come forward as one man, 
and affix their names to these Petitions.— 
By order of the Committee, 
Joun Greaves, jun. Secretary. 
Wednesday Morning, May 10th, 1815, 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved 1. That as war is the extremity of 
evil, no nation should engage therein aetil all 
lawful and honourable means to avert i have 
been tried, apd proved unavailkug 

2. That every vation has an indisprtable right 
to choose its own Governmeut; and that a war 
commenced and prosecuted by any other nation 
with a view to the annihilation of such choice, is 
most unjust; because it is contrary both to the 
law of nature and of nations, te the avowed pracy 
tice of the civilized world, and to the very priw- 


| ciples which exalted the House of Brunswick te 


ee 





the Throve of these realms. Therefore this 
Meeting regards with horror and dismay, the hos- 
ule preparations bow making; the professed de- 
sign of which is, to compel the French nation, by 
force of arms, to dethrone the Sorereign of theit 
choice, aud to impose upon them another, to 
whom it appears they have a complete, radical, 
national objection. 

3. That this Meetiug not only sees, but feels, 
the beart-rending calamities which the late wars 
have entailed upon this country:—Trade, com- 
merce, and manufacture scarcely exist: vothiog 
present themselves for observation and coutempla- 
tion, among the trading, commercial, aud munu- 
facturing part of thé community, but ruiv, 
wretchedness, and woe. 

The National Debt has been increased im a 


prudence, and not of submission, to decline four-fold degree, and now requires no less suin 


calling a public Meeting. ‘They. there- 
fore, lay before you, fertyour approval, 
the following RESOLUTIONS and PE- 
TITIONS which they intended to offer, 
had a public Meetiug been called by the 
‘layor, in conformity to the requisition 
presented to him, and which was pub- 
lished last week in the Nottingham Re- 
view, and in hand-bills, together with the 
Correspondence produced by such applica- 
tion.—A Petition to the Prince Regent, 
and another to the House of Commons, 
Will be Jaid for signatares, at a shop in 
Smithy-row, lately in the occupation of 
Mr. Darby, to-morrow, from ten o’clock 
inthe morning to seven in the evening, 
and will continue to be open for a week. 
The adult male inhabitants of this town 





and its vicinity, who are the FRIENDS. the present peace would not be inetfectual, 


than thirty milliens sterling to pay the common 
joterest, with an addition ef public expenditue 
to the aunual amount of iwenly millions more, 
even on the supposition of this country enjoying 
uuiversal peace. 

4 That in the opivion of this Meeting, it would 
be highly chimerical, impolitic, aud most ini- 
quitously unjust to the people of this country, tor 
the Government thereof to plunge them ivto re- 
newed warfare for any other cbjects than those 
truly national, probabie in their acquirement, 
and of sufficient magnitade and importance to 
compensate this nation for the sacrifices and 
sufferings natarally resulting therefrom. 

5. That from the pre-eminent station which 
Great Britain holds in the scale of vations, this 
Meeting believes that ber efforts to preserve 
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6. That the effects: which the late wars pro- | 
duced on this town and neighbeurhood were 
most lamentably afflicting; the poor-rates were 
increased in ap ciyht-fold degree, and more than 
one-sixth of its population received parochial aid. 

7. That this Meeting present an address and 
petition to his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent, praymg that he will not interfere by war 
or otherwise, with the internal affairs of France, 
and that the said petition be transmitted to the 
Right Hon. Lord Grenville, requesting him to 
present it to his Royal Highness, 

8. That this Meeting do also present an addres® 
and petition to the Honourable the, Hause of 
Commons. praying that they will net grant any 
supplies for the purpose of subsidising foreign 
powers to enable them to go to war with France, 
and that this petition be forwarded to John 
Smith, Esq. and Loid Rancliffe, the two Members 
for the town, with arequest that they will, upon 
presenting the same, cause it to be read, and sup- 
port the prayer thereof. 

%. That the thanks of this Meeting be given to 
Jobn Smith, Esq. our worthy representative, for 
his independent, steady, and persevering conduct 
m Parliament. 

10 That this Meeting cannot but regret the 
long absence of our other worthy representative, 
Lord Rancliffe, from his Parliamentary duty. 


ADDRESS TO THE PRINCE OF WALES, REGENT 
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND, 


The humble, dutiful, and loyal Address and 
Petition of the inhabitants of the town and 
county of the town of Nottingham, and its vici- 
nity. 

May tt please your Royal Highness—We, his 
Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the inhabi- 
tants of the town and county of the town of Not- 
tingham, and its vicinity, respectfully approach 
your Royal Highness, with harrowed fcelings of 
the most poignant grief:—feelings which we 
have not heretofore endured; although our pri- 
vations, sacrifices, and sufferings, for the Jast 
twenty years, are unparalleled in the annals of our 
eountry. We beg most ardently to impress on 
the mind of your Royal Highness, that, however 
just, wise, and politic, the late wars may have 
been considered in their respective origin and 
duration, that the effects resulting therefrom, on 
his Majesty's toyal subjects, were, and are, most 
grievously aftheting, After such unequalled 
sacrifices of blood and treasure, what national 
advantages might we not have expected? But 
the lamentable reverse is the fact :—Trade and 
commerce are apnihilated ;—onur merchants ruin- 
ed,—our artizans pauperised, We would not 
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presume to dictate to your Royal Highness, but 


feelings.’ Hence the mighty werlike prepara. 
tious now making, which fill our minds with pain. 
ful anxiety, impel us to declare, that we think it 
the imperative duty of this country, not to wage 
war with France, (particularly when we consider 
the state of our finances) withont it be for objects 
purely national, likely to be obtained, and com. 
mensurate with its consequent calamities :—ca\a. 
nities, the mere contemplation of which stile 
us with horror. It is so repugnant to our fed. 
ings—so contrary to the dictates of justice, —jp 
the Constitution of our country,—to the pracy 
tice of eur forefathers,-——to the very principles 
which plaeed your august family on the throug, 
and, above ali, to that princely declaration, jo 
honourable to your understanding and your 
heart, made by your Royal Highness, when you 
were invested with Regal Authority,—that “ the 
Crown was a sacred trust, to be held ouly for the 
welfare and happiness of the people ;”—that we 
could not for a moment have entertained a thouglt, 
were it not for that most objectionable Declan; 
tion made by the Plenipotentiaries of the Allied 
Severeigns, bearing date the 15th of March, (and 
also the Treaty of the 25th of the same month) 
1815, tegether with the hostile attitude which 
Europe has since assumed, that your Royal High 
ness would coalesce with those Monarchis on the 
Continent, to prevent by force of arms, or other 
wise, the French peaple from retaining that So 
vereign and forming that Goyernment whieb are 
the ebjects of their clroiee. » We, theretore, most 
respectfully implore your Royal Highness, that 
your Royal Highness will not interfere, by war, 
or otherwise, with the internal affairs of France. 
And we further implore your Royal Highness, 
that no measures may be adopted by this country, 
to impede any friendly communicatiuns, that may 
be offered from ‘that nation: And yonr petir 
tioners, as in duty bound, wil] ever pray. 

PETITION TO THE COMMONS OF GREAT BRITAIN 

AND IRELANDIN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 


The humble Petition of the inhabitants of Not 
tingham and its vicinity. 

Sheweth--That your Petitioners cannot view, 
but with sentiments of most fearful apprebensto% 
the extensive preparations making by the 
vernment of this coustry, for an apparent fe 
newal of war with France; nor can they avoid 
expressing their regret, at seeing themsel¥@s 
likely to be plunged unce more into all the cale 
mities, distresses, and privations, attendant upod 
warfare, with no ater object than that of 
ing the interests of a dynasty twice 





the people unworthy to reign;—for pa volt 


to state constitutionally to you, our opinions and 


20) 














































purpe 
in the 
whicl 
direc! 
F excel 
and f 
“ tha 
benel 
opini 
tional 
and e 
of the 
laws, 
to yo 
their 
ties, 
Hous 
| men, 
the p 
until 
temp 
Emp 
| ing: 
dwel 
posit 
avy p 
to in 
force 
from 
| How 
flows 
from 
unde 
prine 
ite ¢ 
labo: 
lice 
quer 
able 
amo 
cal | 
tow 
are | 
trad 
the 
by v 
pop 
tod 
cont 
Pet! 
the 
(ual 
obje 
sact 
play 
a vi 
the 












$s, bug 


NS and 


repara. 
ti pain- 
hink it 
0 Wage 
Sider 
rbjects 
d com- 
—Cala. 
stile 
iv fed. 
ef 
prats 
ciples 
hroue, 
oD, 40 
your 
D you 
‘“ the 
or the 
at we 
ughit, 
clara: 
Allied 
(and 
nth,) 
rich 
Ligh. 
u the 
thers 
t Sor 
are 
most 
that 
war, 
ace, 
1e38) 
try, 
may 


S=@ Fert? aoarers 





[ 628 









purpose than that of controlling a great nation 
ia the eboice of its ruler—a system of policy, 
which your Petitioners hambly conceive, is, in 
direct opposition to principles recognised by our 


F excellent Constitution at the Revolution of 1688, 


and publicly avewed by the Pringe Regent, viz 
“that the Crown is held only in trust for the 
benefit of the people,” and calculated, in their 
opinion, to subvert public liberty, destroy na- 
tional independence, degrade civilized society, 
and establish in Europe, once more, the darkness 
of the middle ages, and the tyranny of feadal 
laws, And farther, that your Petitioners looking 
to your Honourable House as the depositary of 
their liberties, and the guardians of their proper- 
ties, do most earnestly eutreat your Honourable 
House to withhold such supplies of money and 
mep, as may be demanded by the Execytive, for 
the purpose of carrying on this premeditated war, 
until it has heen satisfactorily shewn, that all at- 
tempts to arrange honourable terms with the 
Emperor Napoléon are impracticable and unavail- 
ing: and your Petitioners are farther induced to 
dwell upon this point, from a couviction that no 
positive good is likely to arjse to this country, nor 
auy permanent repose.to Europe, froman attempt 
to impose a Government on the French people by 
force of arms. Norcan your Petitioners refrain 
from calling the attention of your Honourable 
House to the direful calamities which have 


flowed in upon the inhabitants of these kingdoms 


from the late sanguinary and expensive wars, 
undertaken upon the same unjust and chimerical 
principles as that.sow projected, and which, in 
its effects. upon this.couutry, has pauperised its 
labouring classes, looseiied tlie foundation of pub- 
lic credit, annihilated its manufacturing conse- 
queuce, increased its taxation to an insurmount- 
able degree, and swelled the national debt to an 
amount that threatens the stability of our politi- 
cal institutions ; whilst its consequences to this 
town and neighbourhood, jn a local point of view, 
are now severely felt in the diminution of their 
trade, the alarming increase of poor rates, and 
the vast accumulation of misery iv every shape, 
by which they are surrounded, im the midst of a 
Population destitute of employment, and goaded 
to despair, by the apparent hopeless state of their 
Condition; it does, therefore, appear to your 
Petitioners, that under such circumstances, tor 
the Government to enter again upon hostilities, 
(uuless for the acquirement of great national 
objetts, commensurate in advantage with the 
sacrifice made for their attainment,) would dis 


play a contempt for the sufferings of the people, 


4 violation of ‘public. jnstice,- an indifference to 
the voice of humanity, inconsistent with the cha- 
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racter of Parliament, incompatible with every 
idea of representative Government, and portend- 
ing imminent danger to the future liberties and 
happiness of Englishmen. Apprehensions we 
cannot but experience, whea contemplating the 
marked disregard of public opinion recently ma- 
nifested by your Honourdble House on the ques- 
tion of the Corn Laws, and the attempt now 
making to revive that odious and inquisitorial 
impost, the ‘Tax upon Income. You Petitioners 
do, therefore, again most forcibly entreat that 
your Honourable House will, on this occasion, 
suffer the voice of justice and humanity to pre- 
vail, and that in the discharge of yout Puarlia- 
mentary duties as the Commons of Great Britain 
and Ereland, you will withlold the graut of any 
subsicy or loan to any foreign power, or any sup 
ply oi money or men, asked by the Executive at 
home, until such demand shall have beeu clearly 
proved to be necessary for the upholding of our 
| country’s honour— for the defence of our ackuow- 
ledged rights, or the maintenance of our national 
independence, And your Petitioners will ever 


pray. 





THE NECESSITY OF WAR wWitH FRANCE. 


Mr. Cobbett—The return of Napoleon 
to France has imparted fresh vigour to 
your pen in defence of peace, and, what . 
you are pleased to call, the principles of 
civil, political, and religious freedom, 
Fearful of your influence over the public 
mind, and anxious to see unanimity pre- 
vail in this couatry,’ respecting the war 
with France, I venture to address you on 
the subject, relying on your candour for 
its insertion in your Register. We can- 
not, Sir, make peace with Napoleon.— 
We are a religious vation,—Bibies and 
missions to the Heathen is the cry aurongst 
us.—We are making the most extraordi- 
nary efforts to: proselytize the world to 
our holy and. peaceable religijon.— Bona. 
parte is an. unbeliever! What fellowship 
hath Jight with darkness? What.pa:t bath 
he who believeth with an infidel? Wiatd 
shall we, who have so much regard ior the 
souls of Hindoos and Africans lave no 
concern for those of our French neigh- 
bours? Shall.we suffer an infidel to reign 
over them ?—-But if we have no regard for - 
them, let us at least take care of ourselves. 
France is a very near neighbour: she pub« 
lishes what she pleases respecting religion. 
\Alas! let us fear the contagion of her ine. 
fidel principles more than ever, and let us 





war against Napojeon their patron, till we 
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have placed once again on his throne the 
religious Lovis the 18th. What are the 
sacrifices of a million of lives, and two or 
three hundred millions of treasure, com- 
pared with the blessed comforts of reli- 
gion -—What is the general distress of our 
country compared with the pleasure of 
fighting *“* the monster Bonaparte?” Do 
not call this stale and stupid reasoning. 
France is now much in the situation she 
was whew Murope began her first most 
just and necessary war against her; and 
the same arguments which were ‘hen used 
by the allied powers in their justification, 
may be now employed in defence of their 
intended invasion of that country. There 
was a time, it is true, when that system 
of religion which Louis the 18th sought to 
revive iu France, was reviled by us. Weri- 
diculed the credulity of the French people 
and their devotion to their priests. But now 
we find this religion is so intimately con- 
nected with the principles of social order, 
that it has become our bounden duty to 
uphold it (at least on the Continent) 
with all our might and power. We for- 
merly prayed for the downfall of, ‘* that 
man of sin, the Pope ;” now, we rejoice at 
his restoration! We formerly called the 
Jesuits the ** Devil's own gang ;” now, 
better informed, we have discovered they 
are a ** high/y respectable and enlightened 
body of Christians !!” The destruction of 
the tnquisition was long and ardently 
wished by us; now, better acquainted 
with the principles of social order, we 
are perfectly satisfied with its revival!!! 
There are many political reasons why 
we cannot make peace with Bonaparte. 
He professes to have returned to“ the prin- 
ciples of 1789.” Should this be the case, 
“the French people will be really repre- 
sented in the legislature :” they will be 
more free th*a they ever were before, and 
the numerous advantages arising from their 
revolution will be secured to them. What 
Jellowship can such a state of things in 
France have with ours in England? There 
can be no agreement between them: this 
must be obvious to every one; I need 
not, therefore, enlarge on this subject. 
There was a time, indeed, when it was 
thought the people of England had the 
greatest concern in the making of laws ; 
that taxation and representation should 
go hand in hand ; but now the admirable 
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immortal memory, that the people hays 
nothing to do with the laws but to obey 
them, nor with the taxes but to pay they 
are become much more fashionable. |; se 
not long.ago we contended that people 
had a right to choose their pwn rulers and 
forms of government: now, *“ the socia! 
system” of the late glorious Congress, 
that people are the property of kings, i, 
most warmly approved and supported! 
Formerly an assassin was thought the 
most detestable of wretches ; now a haud- 
bill is posted up in the streets of London 
offering £ 2000 for the murder of Napo- 
leon! Now, then, Sir,you see plainly why 
our ministers cannot make peace with the 
French Emperor. You perceive it is you 
and your party who have remained s(c- 
tionary, while the rest of us have improved 
in religious, moral, and political kuow- 
ledge! Peace and liberty is the cry of those 
detestable aud irreligious rebels the Frencli. 
War, taxation, and Louis the 18th be 


ours. Our cause is most religious and 
just. ‘The example of France is most 
dungerous. Let us not grudge to spend 


our last shilling, and shed our last drop 
of blood in ousting the abominable Napo- 
leon from the throne, where the French 
people have placed him, in order that so 
successful an instance of national rebellion 
against a pious King may not go unpu- 
nished. Yours, &c. 

A Furenp to Soctar Oroen. 


—) 





War witu FRANCE. 


Sir,—A nation must learn to cease 
warring against the liberties of another 
country before it can learn to defend its 
own. [ trust that adversity is destined t 
perfect the character of Bonaparte, and 
the liberties and long glory of France— 
Llis twenty days tranquil progress through 
innumerable perils of every kind, calm 
and benign, with his small band of friends, 
over a space arduous for a single traveller, 
in the same time, from the gulph of St. 
Juan to the metropolis and threne ° 
France, has no parallel in history, *” 
throws all, even his victories, into shade‘ 
it is delightful indeed to see Carnot at the 
head of the administration of the interno’, 
that great mind, prompt, firm, ope? oe 
independent at all times, which plied bo 
when myriads stooped, but remained erect 
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Nherty, peace, order, and humanity, must 
all rejoice in this decisive appointment, 
and ou the suppression of the Censorship 
of the Press, and the dissolution of the 
Pseudo-Senate and degraded Chamber of 
Deputies, who would submit to deliberate, 
asit was called, on a change of govern- 
ment, without any authority from the pco- 


ple, and with an host of invading and be- | 


sieging strangers at their gates. The cha- 
racteristic and magnanimous instance of 
intrusting captured Vienna to her own 
troops; to which I would add his generous 
dismissal of the armies of Austria and 
Prussia ; and the King and Emperor them- 
selves—35,000 men completely in his 
power, speaks the man the general, the li- 
beral statesman: his attention to this day 
of the wounded Austrian officers—his love, 
founded on knowledge and true approba- 
tion, of the arts and sciences—his remem- 
branee of the widow. of Rousseau, when 
negiected and in indigence—his power 
during his late astonishing enterprize over 
the best feelings of the human heart, which 
no man ever has to such an extent, unless 
those feelings have first possession of his 
own :—all these contradict the disgusting. 
and horrible portraits by which our aban- 
doned papers have endeavoured to feed 
and enflame eternal war.—The Suffolk 
Chronicle would not insert my letter in 
which [ endeavoured to obtain a Requtsi- 
tion to the Hien SHerirr, to call, as 
early as possible, a County Meeting, to 
consider of a Petition to prevent our being 
made a party toa war for the purpose of 
interfering with the internal government 
of France, after the clearest and fullest 
manifestation of the national will. 

Carex Lorr. 





—e 


Report ON THE RETALIATING System, &c. 


The following is a report made by a 
committee of the senate, on the subject of 
the pretences whereon our late enemy jus- 
tified his devastations of private property 
and of public buildings, unconnected with 
the purposes of war. As great pains 
have been taken by the factious prints to 
discolour the facts on this subject, with 
a view to palljate the atrocities committed 
at Washington and elsewhere by the Bri- 
tish forces, in violation of the usages of 
war and the dictates of humanity, it is 
satisfactory to receive a statement of facts 
ta this head from the highest authority, 
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and in 2n. unquestionable shape. These 
facts, it will be seen, contradict the as- 
persions which have been unnaturally cast 
by some of our own citizens on their 
country’s honour, with the view solely 
to support pretensions of our then enemy, 
which are now decisively proven to have 
been wholly groundless. 
Nat. Intel. 





In Senate, March 3, 1815. 

The Committee on foreign relations, to 
whom was referred the message of the 
President of the United States on the 26th 
of September last, respecting the unau- 
thorised mode of warfare adopted by the 
enemy, on the plea of retaliation, report, 
that, although the war has happily termi- 
nated, they deem it important to rescue 
the American government from unworthy 
imputations with which it has been as- 
sailed during its progress. They have, 
therefore, endeavoured to ascertain whe- 
ther the destruction of York, in Upper 
Canada, and the other cases assumed by 
our late enemy, as authorising a departure 
from the settled rules of civilized warfare, 
were of a character to justify or extenuate 
their conduct. The result of the in- 
quiries of the Committee, manifesting to 
the world, that the plea which has been 
advanced for the destruction of the Ame- 
rican capital, and the plunder of private 
property, is without foundation, will be 
found in the communications of the secre- 
taries of the departments of war and navy, 
and of General Dearborn, commander of 
the American forces in the attack on York, 
herewith submitted. | 





Department of State, Feb. 28, 1815. 

Sin—I have had the honour to receive 
your letter, requesting, on behalf of the 
committee of foreign relations, any infor- 
mation which this department possesses, 
relative to the misconduct that has been 
imputed to the American troops in Upper 
Canada during the late war, and in reply, 
I have the honoar to state, that the charges 
appear to be confined to three. Ist, The 
alleged burning of York; 2d, the burning 
of Newark, and 3d, the burning of the 
Indian villages usually called the Moravian 
towns. Ist. The burning of York, or any 
of its public edifices or of any ofits private 
houses, has never been presented to the 
view of the American government by its 
own officers, as matter of information ; 
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and it never was exhibited by the British 
government, or any of its officers, as mat- 
ter of complaint ; until it was asserted in 
the address of the governor in chief to 
the provincial parliament of Canada, on 
the 24th of January, 1815, “ thatasa 
just retribution, the proud capitol at 
Washington, has experienced a, similar 
fate to that inflicted by an American force 
on the seat of government in Upper Ca- 
nada.” ‘This assertion, having led to an 
inquiry, [ am enabled, from. official do- 
cuments, and general information, to state 
the followimefacts of the case, for the in- 
formation of the committce. The town 
of York, in Upper Canada, was taken by 
the American army under the command 
of General Dearborn, on the 27th of 
April, 1813, and it was evacuated on the 
succeeding Ist of May; although it was 
again visited fora day, by an American 
squadron under the command of Commo- 
dore Chauncey, on the 4th of August. At 
the time of the capture, the British troops 


on their retreat set fire.to their magazine, 


and great injury was done by the explo- 
sion, to property as well as to persans 
within the range of its effects. At the 
time of the capture, as well as at the time 
of Commodore Chauncey’s visit, the pub- 
lic stores were seized, and- the public 
store houses were destroyed; but the 
destruction of public edifices for civil uses, 
or of privaie property, was.not only un- 
authorised, but. positively. forbidden by 
the American commanders ; .and it is un- 
derstood that no private house was de- 
stroyed-hy the American troops. It has 
recently, however, appeared, that a pub- 
lic building, of little value, called the 
Parliament. House (not the Government 
Ilouse) in which it is said that an Ameri- 
ean scalp was found, as.a part of the de- 
coration of the speaker’s chair, had been 
burnt; whether it was so, and if it was, 
whether it was an accidental consequence 
ofthe confusion in which the explosion of 
the magazine involved the town, or the 
unauthorised act of some exasperated in- 
dividual, has not been ascertained. ‘Fhe 
silence of the military and civil officers 6f 
the provincial government of Canada, 
seem to indicate that the transaction was 
not deemed, when it oceurred, a cause, 
either ‘or retaliation or reproach. - 
—2d. Tae burning of Newark, adjacent 


to fort George, occurred on'the 10th -De-« 


comber, L813.—The act was vindicated 





by the American general, as necessary to 
his military operations ; -but as soon as the 
American government heard of it, instruc. 
tions, dated the Oth of January, 1814 
were given by the department of war, to 
major gereral Wilkinson, * to disavow the 
conduct of the officer who committed it, 
and to transmit to governor Provost a Copy 
of the order, under colour of which that 
officer had acted.” This disavowal was 
accordingly communicated, and on. the 
10th Feb. 1814, governor Provost ap. 
swered, ‘* that it had been with great satis. 
faction he had received the assurance, 
that the perpetration of the burning of the 
town of Newark, was both unauthorised 
by the American government, and abhor. 
rent to every American feeling ; that if any 
outrages had ensued the wanton and un- 
justifiable destruction of Newark, passing 
the bounds of just retaliation, they were 
to be attributed to the influence of irri. 
tated passions, on the part ofthe unfor- 
tunate sufferers by that event, which, in 
a state of active warfare, it had not been 
possible altogether to restrain, and that it 
was as little congenial, to the disposition of 
his majesty’s government, at it was to that 
of the government of the United States, de- 
liberately to adopt any plan of policy, 
which had for its object the devastation 
of private property.” But the disavow. 
al of the American government was nat 
the only expiation of the unauthorized of- 
fence committed by: its officer ; for the Bri- 
tish government undertook itself, to redress 
the wrong. A few days after the burning 
of Newark the British and Indian troops 
crossed the Niagara for this purpose ; they 
surprized and seized fort Niagara; they 
burnt the villages of Lewistown, Manches- 
ter, Tuscarora, Buffalo, and Black Rock, 
desolating the whole of the Niagara frot- 
tier, and dispersing the inhabitants, 10 the 
extremity-of the winter. Sir George 
vost himself appears to have been satisae 
with the vengeance that had:been inflche! 
and, in his proclamation of the 12th 
January, 1814, he expressly declared, 
that for the burning of tigen x x ve > # 
portunity of punishment -occurred ; 
thata full ‘scene of retaliation had takes 
place, and that it was not his intentionto 
pursue further-a’ system of warisre, sore 


‘Yoiting to his own feelings, ‘ard $0: 


congenial to the British charzcter, umes 





the future measures -of the enemy With 
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his answer to Major-Geueral Wilkinson, 
which has been already noticed, he trans-| 
mitted a copy of the» proclamation, “ as 
expressive of the determination ‘as : to ‘his. 
future line of conduct,” and added, “that 
he was happy to learn, that there was no 
probability, that any miedsures, on the 
part of the American government, would 
oblige him to depart from it.’”—3d. The 
places usually called ‘the Moravian towns, 
were mere collections of Indian huts and 
cabins, on thé river Retrench or Thames, 
not probably worth, in the whole, one 
thousand dollars. The Indians who in- 
habit them, ‘among whom were some no- 
toriously hostile to the Unitéd States, had 
made incursions the ‘most cruel into ‘their 
territory. When, therefore, the Ameri- 
can army underGeneral ‘Harrison invaded 
Canada on the of , 1813, the 
huts and cabms ‘of the hostile Indians 
were destroyed. ‘But this species of war- 
fare has been invariably pursued by every 
nation engaged in war with the Indians of 
the American Continent. However it may 
be regretted on the score of humanity, it 
appears to ‘be ‘the necessary means of 
averting the still greater calamities of 
savage hostility; and it is believed, that 
the ‘occurrence would never have been’ 
made the subject of.a charge against 'the 
American troops, if the fact had’not been! 
misrepresented or misunderstood. Many 
people at home, and most people ibrond, 1 
have been led'to suppose, that 'the Mora-’ 
vian towns were the peaceable settlements 
ofa religious sect of Christians, and not 
the abode of ‘a hostile tribe-of savages.— 
I have the honourtobe, &c. 

JAS. MONROE. 

To the Hon. Wm, W. Bibb, | 

Chairman of the'Committee on foreign relations. 





Navy Department, February 18, 1815. 
Sirn—In compliance with the request of 
the committee of the senate, communicated 
to by me by your note of the 14th, cur- 
rent, I have the honor to transmit to, you, 
herewith, extracts from the letters of 
commodore Chauncey to the secretary of 
the navy, on the subject of destroying the 
public storehouses and stores at York, in 
Upper Canada, and which is all the infor- 
mation in this department on that subject. 


ly, sir, your obedient servant, 
| B. W. CROWLINSHIELD. 
Hon. Wm. W. 


‘the Uith instant. 
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Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac 
Chauncey, to the Secretary of the Navy, 
dated 

Off York, U. €. April, 90, 1813. 
“ The enemy set fire to some of the 
principal stores, containing large quanti- 
ties of naval and military stores, as well as 
a large ship upon the stocks, nearly finish- 
ed.” 
From the same to the same, dated 

Off Niagara, Ang. 14, 1815. 


‘¢ In the evening of the 30th ult. we 
weighed and stood for York, arrived and 
anchored in that harbour, at about 3, 
P. M. onthe 31st ; ran the schooners into 
the upper harbour, landed the marines 
and soldiers, under the command of Col. 
Scott, without opposition ; found several 
hundred barrels of flour and provisions in 
the public storehouses, five pieces of can- 
non, eleven boats, and a quantity of shot, 
shells, and other stores; all which was 
either destroyed or brought away. On 
the Ist inst. after having received on board 
all that the vessels could take, I directed 
the barracks and public store houses to be. 
burned; we then re-embarked the men, 
and proceeded to this place, where we 
arrived yesterday.” 


-Letter from:General Henry Dearborn to 


‘the Hon. Joseph B. Varnum, a member 
of the Senate. 
Boston, October 17, 184. 


Dear Str.—In reply to your letter of 
I assure you in the 
most explicit manner, that no public or 
private buildings'were burned or destroyed! 


| by the troops under my command, at York, 


in Upper Canada, excepting two block. 
houses, and one or two sheds belong-. 
ing to the navy yard.—I placed a strong 
guard in the town with positive orders 
to prevent any plunder or depredation 
on the inhabitants; and when leaving 
the place, a letter was received from 
Jadge Scott, chief justiee of the supe- 
rior court, in which he expressed his 
thanks for the humane treatment the 
inhabitants had ‘experienced from our 
troops, and for my particular atten- 
tion to the safety of their persons and 
property. <A frigate, on the stocks, and a 
large storehouse, containing their naval 
stores, were set on fire by the enemy, sub- 
sequent to their offer of surrendering the 


‘troops and public property. ‘Several: of 





Chairman of a Committeé of the Senate. 


| the most-valuable public buildings, con- 
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nected with their principal military posi- 
tions, were destroyed by the explosion of 
their magazine, which proved so fatal to 
our troops; and although there were 
strong provocations for burning and -de- 
stroying the town, nothing of the kind 
took place, more than L have already men- 
tioned, either by the army ornavy. Yours’ 
with respectful esteem, H. Dearsonn. 
Hon. Joseph B. Varoum. 





Petitions AGAINST THE War. 


The example of the Livery of Londen 
has not been followed by the Citizens of 
Nottingham alone. Inthe City of West- 
minster, and in the Borough, petitions 
have been voted by the electors against in- 
volving the country in all the horrors of a 
new war with France. These, [ am afraid, 
will have little effect, if the Allies, as is 
pretended, are bent on renewing the work 
of slaughter. These are not the times 
when the people are to expect that their 
voice will be heard, even by their repre- 
sentatives. But who have they to blame 
for this? Why, none but themselves. 
It is they who have all along willingly 
contributed to carry on the war. It is 
they, many of them, who now make the 
greatest noise about the pernicious conse- 
quences of the last war, that were the first to 
call for it. Poor drivellers! do they suppose 
that after investing corruption with the vast 
power they have done; after giving it the 
unlimited cantroul of the national purse ; 
after submitting the neck to that yoke ; do 
these credulous dupes of a crafty system 
expect, that the noisy lamentations they 
now set up to procure attention will be 
met with any thing but a deafear. No, 
no; itis not the way to tame the jackal 
to feed him with human flesh ; it is not the 
way to eradicate corruption to pour plenty 
into the lap of the cogrupt. Those who 
have all along been sincere in their desire 
for peace have been but few. in aumber. 
They are entitled, aud have a legitimate 
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passion for the many who first called fo, 
the war, aud who would still call for jt, jf 
they thought it for their interest. For 
such men as these [ feel no regret ; they 
merit all the calamities they have endured: 
they are the victims of their own folly and 
avarice; they are justly punished fo; 
their cupidity.—What measures may be 
necessary to induce the legislature to 
lend a willing ear to the petitions 
against the threatened war, it is not 
for me to say; but after the way iy 
which the petitions -against the Cory 
Bill were received, I do not expect a favor. 
able result, even although nine-tenths of 
our population were to remonstrate against 
the measure. ‘The country has supplied 
the means of commencing, at least, the 
war. ‘Those now possessing these means, 
have given pretty good proofs that they 
are not of disposing minds for peace. It 
is useless, therefore, to talk to them on 
that subject. Have all those, who are 
now petitioning against the war, been 
careful not to contribute to its support? 
How can they expect, after opening their 
purses, and willingly paying their quota 
of war taxes, that they should have 
any thing else but war?—It is the fares 
that occasions all the mischief. It is the 
taxes, the soul and sinews of war, which 
have involved the country in its present 
distress. Until, therefore, measures are 
Adecpted, and constitutional measures there 
are, to bring these taxes within moderate 
bounds, war we must have, war-we shall 
have, and war will sooner or later involve 
the Country in irrecoverable ruin. 





Triumepn or WestMINSTER, AND 
Purtry or Execrron.—The friends of 
freedom will, Lam persuaded, be gratified 
to learn, that the eighth anniversary of Sir 
Francis Burdett’s election to represent 
the city of Westminster, is to be held in 
the Crown and Anchor Tavern, on ‘Tues- 
day the 23d instant; and that Sir Francis 
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